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Programme

Interval

Beyond the Horizon
Beyond the Horizon by American composer Brian Galante is a vibrant, cinematic work that captures
the excitement and mystery of looking beyond what is familiar. With driving rhythms, sweeping
melodies and constantly changing textures, the music suggests a journey towards something just out
of sight. Galante builds the piece through contrasting moods, moving between energetic passages
and more reflective moments before gathering momentum once again. The result is music that feels
both adventurous and optimistic—an invitation to imagine what might lie beyond the horizon.

English Folk Song Suite
Composed in 1923, English Folk Song Suite is one of the most beloved works in the wind-band
repertoire. Vaughan Williams was deeply interested in the preservation and celebration of traditional
English folk music, and in this suite he transforms several folk melodies into a colourful, richly textured
concert work. The three movements each have a distinctive character. The opening March,
“Seventeen Come Sunday,” is energetic and exuberant, built around lively folk melodies. The central
Intermezzo, “My Bonny Boy,” provides a more reflective contrast, with its gentle, lyrical treatment of
traditional material. The final March, “Folk Songs from Somerset,” returns to a spirited mood, bringing
several tunes together in a joyful and rousing conclusion.

Planet B
Catherine Likhuta’s Planet B is a powerful musical reflection on one of the defining challenges of our
time: the damage we are doing to our own planet. The title is deliberately provocative. We often
hear about the possibility of escaping to another planet, but Likhuta’s message is much more
confronting: there is no Planet B. We have only this one, and the choices we make now will determine
what kind of world we leave for the future. The music takes us through a changing emotional
landscape. Energetic and restless passages suggest a world in turmoil, while quieter, more
introspective moments invite us to stop and consider what is being lost. Dramatic contrasts and vivid
instrumental colours create a sense of urgency, but also leave room for hope. Planet B is not simply a
piece about environmental destruction. It is a reminder that the Earth is our home—and that
protecting it is not someone else's responsibility. There is nowhere else to go.

Children’s March
Percy Grainger’s Children’s March is a joyful, playful work that captures the carefree spirit of
childhood. Written for wind band, it combines catchy melodies, lively rhythms and colourful
instrumental effects with Grainger’s distinctive harmonic style. The music has the energy of a great
outdoor adventure, with marching rhythms giving way to lighter, more whimsical passages. Despite
its title, this is not music written for children so much as music that captures the imagination, mischief
and exuberance of being a child.
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Lux Aurumque
A work of luminous beauty and extraordinary stillness. Originally composed for choir, Whitacre
later created this version for wind ensemble, transforming the warm, blended sound of voices
into a shimmering orchestral texture. The Latin title means “Light and Gold”, and the music
certainly lives up to it. Gentle chords seem to glow from within, while melodies emerge and
disappear almost weightlessly. Rather than driving towards a dramatic climax, Whitacre creates
a sense of suspended time—a moment of calm, warmth and wonder.

Into the Joy of Spring
Into the Joy of Spring captures the freshness and optimism of the changing season. Bright
melodies, lively rhythms and colourful instrumental textures evoke the awakening of nature and
the excitement of new beginnings. The music moves between energetic, playful passages and
more lyrical moments, before building towards an exuberant finale. It is a cheerful celebration
of spring, renewal and the simple joy of being alive.

Dam Busters
The Dam Busters was written in 1954 for the film of the same name, which tells the remarkable
story of the RAF’s daring 1943 raid on the dams of Germany’s Ruhr Valley. With its bold opening
theme, driving rhythms and triumphant brass, the music captures the courage, determination
and excitement surrounding the mission. It has since become one of Britain’s best-known
marches and a lasting musical symbol of wartime bravery and achievement.

300 Kilometers Above
300 Kilometres Above takes us beyond the familiar world below and into the vastness of space.
With a sense of movement, wonder and discovery, the music evokes the experience of looking
back at Earth from far above—a place where our planet becomes both wonderfully beautiful
and remarkably small. It is a musical journey that invites us to pause, look outward, and imagine
what lies beyond.

Suite Francais (Suites 1, 3, 4, 5)
Written in 1944 for an American school band, Darius Milhaud’s Suite Française pays tribute to
the regions of France liberated during the Second World War. Each of its five movements is
based on traditional French folk melodies, bringing to life the distinctive character of Normandy,
Brittany, Île-de-France, Alsace-Lorraine and Provence. By turns lively, lyrical and colourful, the
suite is a joyful celebration of French culture and resilience.

Baba Yetu
A vibrant choral setting of the Lord’s Prayer in Swahili. Originally written for the video game
Civilization IV, the music combines African-inspired rhythms, soaring melodies and powerful
choral harmonies to create a feeling of celebration, unity and hope. Its title means “Our
Father”, and the piece has become one of the best-known works to emerge from the world of
video-game music.

Mother of a Revolution!
A powerful tribute to the courage, strength and resilience of women who have challenged
injustice and helped reshape society. Inspired by the stories of women who have stood at the
forefront of social change, the work moves between moments of reflection, determination and
celebration. With driving rhythms, vivid colours and soaring melodies, Thomas creates a musical
portrait of courage in action—and a reminder that revolutions often begin with one person
brave enough to speak up.
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